SALISBURY  AND  WILTON  R.D.G 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

1948 


CONTENTS. 


Page 

Vital  Statistics  ...  ...  ...  6 

Causes  of  Death  ...  ...  9 

Public  Health  Administration  ...  12 

Infectious  Diseases  •••  ...  14 

Housing  •••  •••  •.*  16 

Hobhouse  Report  •••  •  ••  18 

Water  Supply  ...  •••  18 

Factories  Act  •••  •■•••  23 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  ...  2 1; 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

G,  NAPIER,  B.Sc.  (Hons.),  M.B.Ch.S. 
D.P.H.(R.C.P,&S.)f  C.T.M.&H. 

Sanitary  Inspector: 

j.  A.  FURLEY,  M.R.S.L,  M.S.l.A. 

Council  Offices. 

35,  Castle  Street, 

SALISBURY. 


I 948  Report 


The  following  report  shows  that 

(1)  The  general  health  of  the  district  has  again  been 

good. 

(2)  That  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  was 

low  compared  with  figures  obtaining  elsewhere. 

(3)  That  no  deaths  were  caused  by  infectious  diseases 

or  by  causes  associated  with  maternity. 

(4)  That  slow  but  definite  improvement  has  been  made 
in  services  affecting  health,  in  water  supply,  and 
in  housing. 

(5)  That  during  the  year  there  has  been  no  unusual  or 

excessive  mortality  from  any  cause  whatever. 

(6)  That  while  it  is  too  soon  to  praise  or  condemn  the 
new  extended  Health  Service  for  Dental,  Ophthal¬ 
mic  and  Medical  treatment  or  to  expect  any 
appreciable  results  therefrom,  no  doubt  it  will  be 
possible  in  future  years,  when  the  scheme  is  fully 
developed,  and  has  been  in  operation  for  some  time 
to  trace  the  exact  amount  of  benefit  to  health 
accruing  therefrom. 

Description  and  Composition  of  the  Area. 

This  rural  area,  situated  in  the  south-east  corner  of 
Wiltshire,  is  mainly  an  agricultural  one,  in  which  a  good 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  milk  produc¬ 
tion  and  the  breeding  or  rearing  of  cattle  or  sheep,  and  to 
a  lesser  extent  in  arable  farming,  though  this  latter  has 
increased  during  war  years. 
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There  are,  however,  several  works  in  the  area,  such  as 
a  tannery,  bacon  and  other  foods  factory,  and  gravel  and 
sand  pits,  etc.  > 

At  Stratford  there  is  a  slaughter  house  which  deals  with 
the  slaughtering  and  inspection  of  slaughtered  meat  for 
the  neighbouring  rural  districts  of  Amesbury,  Mere  and 
Tisbury,  Wilton  Borough,  and  Salisbury  City  as  well  as 
for  Salisbury  and  Wilton  R.D.C.  itself. 

Certain  ot  the  villages  near  Salisbury  are  semiurban  in 
character  and  are  quite  well  populated,  while  on  the  other 
hand  there  are  in  the  district  large  areas  of  downland. 

The  area  is  a  moderately  prosperous  one,  there  is  a 
good  demand  for  labour  and  consequently  little  unrelieved 
distress. 


Composition  of  the  Council. 

Salisbury  and  Wilton  Rural  Area  consists  of  thirty  two 
parishes  which  appoint  thirtyfour  councillors  to  the 
District  Council  which  council  meets  monthly  in  the 
Guildhall,  Salisbury. 

The  area  in  acres  is  110,163. 

The  estimated  population,  16,900. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £79,111,  so  that  a 
penny  rate  yields  approximately  £343  13s.  yd. 


Vital  Statistics  to  December ,  1948. 

Births. 


Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  316 
Illegitimate  23 

Still  Births — Legitimate  6 

Illegitimate  o 


Deaths. 


Total 


Deaths  ...  ...  219 


M.  F.  ^  Birth  Rate  per 

165 151 11’®0® of 

j  ated  resident 

12  1 1  J  population  20  4 

4  2^  Rate  per  1,000 

>  live  &  still  births 

0  °J  17-4 

M.  F.  Death  Rate  per 

99  120  v  1,000  of  estim- 

1  ated  resident 
J  population  12  S 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Number  of  deaths... (8  legitimate,  2  illegitimate)...  10 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  29 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  25 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  87 

Number  of  deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  o 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  o 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  o 

Analysis  of  Vital  Statistics . 

Birth  Rate. 

The  year  1948  has  been  again  a  satisfactory  year  from 
the  public  health  point  of  view.  Our  birth  rate  this  year 
is  20  4  per  thousand  of  population,  which  almost  equals 
last  year’s  record  figure  of  20  5,  the  highest  reached  for 
twenty  years. 

Death  Rate . 

Our  death  rate  has  varied  very  little  over  the  past  few 
years,  being  this  year  12*8  per  thousand  as  compared  with 
1 2-6  last  year.  It  will  be  seen  on  studying  the  analysis 
of  death  causes  overleaf  that  with  the  exception  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  not  a  single  death  resulted  from  infectious  diseases 
ror  from  causes  associated  with  maternity,  and  that  the 
bulk  of  deaths  were  from  causes  associated  with  elderly 
people,  i  e.  diseases  which  are  more  or  less  concomitant 
with  old  age. 

Notes  on  major  causes  of  Death. 

(1)  Deaths  from  Cancer  (15%). 

Out  of  a  total  death  roll  of  219  there  were  39  deaths 
from  cancer,  i.e.  15%.  This  percentage  has  varied  very 
little  during  the  last  13  years,  as  shown  below. 


1936 

1937 

*93‘S 

1939 

1940 

I94I 

14% 

14% 

‘4% 

T  =L0/I 

ID/o 

13% 

H% 

4942 

‘943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

17% 

9% 

‘4% 

l6% 

15% 

16% 

Average  figure  14*8%. 
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(2)  Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  only. 

This  figure  is  also  a  more  or  less  constant  one  through¬ 
out  the  years.  In  1947  it  was  30%  and  this  year  again  it 
is  30%.  Deaths  during  the  last  thirteen  years  are  given 
for  comparison. 

1936  1937  1938  1939  1940  1941  1942 

33%  29%  28%  28%  33%  29%  33% 

1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 

31%  35%  29%  30%  30%  30% 

(3)  Deaths  from  Intracranial  .Lesions. 

Intracranial  lesions  accounted  for  37  out  of  our  219 
deaths.  This  again  is  a  fairly  constant  figure. 

The  above  three  causes  cover  approximately  60%  of 
our  deaths. 

(4)  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  273%. 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  this  year  was  six.  It  is 
interesting  to  compare  this  with  previous  years 

1936  1937  193S  1939  *94°  1941  1942 

3%  2%  2%  3%  1-2%  3 -4%  4% 

1943  *944  1945  ‘94&  1947  I948 

i*5%  2%  i'5%  2%  28%  273% 

It  should  be  remembered  in  reading  the  above  figures 
that  the  number  of  deaths  is  a  small  one  and  that  there¬ 
fore  the  occurrance  of  one  or  two  additional  deaths  make 
a  relatively  greater  difference  in  the  percentage  figure 
than  in  dealing  with  larger  numbers.  Taking  this  into 
consideration  it  will  be  seen  that  the  variation  is  very 
slight  and  that  the  death  rate  is  slightly  lower  than  in 

■936- 

(5)  Other  Deaths. 

These  run  more  or  less  on  a  par  with  other  years  and 
rail  for  no  special  comment. 


Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


Total  Deaths  219.  Male  99.  Female  120. 


Actual 

%  of 

Number 

Total 

Usual  Infectious  diseases  excluding 

of  Deaths 

Deaths 

Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis 

(Pulmonary  4,  Non  Pulmonary  2) 

6 

273 

Cancer 

39 

1 7*8 

Diabetes 

1 

°‘43 

Intracranial  Lesions 

37 

16*9 

Heart  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory 

60 

27*4 

System 

9 

4.1 

Bronchitis  ... 

9 

4' t 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

273 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

6  • 

273 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

i*4 

Appendicitis 

3 

1  *4 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

s*4 

Nephritis 

4 

1  ‘82 

Premature  Birth 

4 

1*82 

Congenital  Birth  Injuries,  etc. 

6 

273 

Suicide 

2 

o‘9 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

1 

o'45 

Other  violent  causes 

5 

2*3 

All  other  causes 

LS 

6*84 

219 

IOO'OO 

The  following  table  shows  the  Birth-rates,  Civilian 
Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality, 
and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year 
1948,  in  certain  groups,  for  comparison  with  those  obtain- 
in  Salisbury  and  Wilton  Area. 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  in  Salisbury  and  Wilton  R.D.  was  nil, 
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Details  of,  and  Changes  in,  Public  Health 
Administration  in  the  District. 

General  Cases. 

The  district  is  still  covered  by  Salisbury  Infirmary 
which  hospital  is,  however,  now  one  of  a  group  under  the 
Central  Board  with  headquarters  in  Salisbury.  The  hos¬ 
pital  is  of  course  now  a  State  one. 


Infectious  Cases . 

This  hospital  is  no  longer  run  by  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Committee  but  has  become  one  of  the  group  of 
hospitals  run  by  the  State  through  the  local  joint  Hospital 
Committee.  The  several  districts  which  formerly  contrib¬ 
uted  towards  its  upkeep  no  longer  do  so,  finance  being 
found  by  the  State, 

Ambulance  Service — General  Ambulance . 

The  district  formerly  contracted  with  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of  sick 
persons  by  car  or  ambulance.  While  the  organisation 
then  existing  is  more  or  less  the  same,  the  service  is  now 
under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council. 

■4 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Examination  of  water  samples  and  swabs,  etc.,  is  still 
carried  out  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  in  Salisbury 
Infirmary,  but  sampling  for  the  prevention  of  disease  is 
now  carried  out  free  of  cost  to  the  Rural  District  Council. 
The  service  is  very  satisfactory. 

Core  of  Aged. 

The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  lays  responsibility 
for  provision  of  institutional  care  for  the  aged  on  the 
County  Council.  So  far  the  accommodation  offered  in 
Salisbury  for  the  Southern  Area  leaves  much  to  be  desired 
but  will,  no  doubt,  be  more  satisfactory  as,  and  when,  the 
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proposed  alterations  at  Tower  House  have  been  carried 
out.  The  accommodation  at  present  offered  is  on  the 
dormitory  system  and  involves  climbing  of  stairs,  etc,, 
which  lays  too  great  a  strain  on  the  older  and  feebler 
inmates.  Accommodation  at  present  is  strictly  limited. 

Removal  to  Institution  of  Aged  and  feeble  in  need  of  care. 

That  section  of  the  above  mentioned  Act  making  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  feeble  and  aged 
people  for  various  reasons  to  an  institution  is  naturally  a 
worrying  one, and  the  proceedure  complicated  and  lengthy. 
So  far  we  have  fortunately  been  able  to  proceed  by 
voluntary  methods.  The  duty  of  Certification  of  the 
necessity  of  such  removal  lies  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  district  concerned. 

Burial  of  the  Dead . 

Responsibility  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  cases  where 
no  provision  has  been  made  or  can  be  made  by  any  other 
authority  or  person  now  lies  with  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
Several  burials  have  already  taken  place  under  the  Act. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  to  County  Council. 

Copies  of  all  notifications  of  disease  received  must  now 
be  forwarded  to  the  County  Council  within  12  hours  of 
receipt.  In  return  for  this  the  County  Council  pay  a 
notification  fee  which  equals  that  paid  by  the  Rural 
District  Council  to  the  Doctor  concerned,  so  that  in 
effect  the  R.D.C.  no  longer  pay  for  notifications. 

Public  Health  Staff . 

At  present  the  staff  consists  of  a  medical  officer  shared 
with  two  other  councils,  two  qualified  sanitary  inspectors 
and  two  clerks. 

The  Medical  Officer,  in  addition  to  holding  the  position 
in  Salisbury  and  Wilton  Rural  District,  is  also  Medical 
Officer  to  Mere  and  Tisbury  Rural  District,  and  to 
Wilton  Borough. 
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His  qualifications  are  Bachelor  of  Science  (Honours 
Degree)  St. Andrews;  Bachelor  of  Medicine  and  of  Surgery; 
Diploma  of  Public  Health  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  England;  Certificates  of  Tropical 
Medicine  and  of  Tropical  Hygiene,  London. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  the  Certificate  of  Meat  and 
Food  Inspector,  also  the  City  and  Guilds,  London, 
Building  Construction  (Honours). 

The  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  also  is  qualified  as  a 
sanitary  inspector  and  a  meat  and  food  inspector. 

The  office  deals  with  all  matters  connected  with  Public 
Health,  infectious  disease,  general  housing  inspection  and 
supervision,  control  and  maintenance  of  water  supplies, 
meat  inspection  for  the  surrounding  areas  as  well  as  for 
this  area,  town  planning  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council, 
as  well  as  the  usual  innumerable  queries  and  complaints 
on  diverse  subjects  which  arise. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported 


during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  9 

Whooping  Cough  ...  59 

Measles  ...  ...  57 

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  r 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 


Tuberculosis — Primary  cases  only. 

W 

Pulmonary — ro  cases. 

Other  than  Pulmonary — 2  Cervical  Glands. 

1  Peritoneum. 

3  Pleura. 

1  G.T.B. 

1  Abscess  of  Rt.  Axilla, 


Total  8 
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New  Cases 


Age  Period 

X  Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non -Pulmonary 

M  F 

o  ... 

i 

5 

1  1 

IO 

1 

15 

1  1 

1 

20  •  •  • 

1 

25 

1 

1 

35 

3  2 

1 

45 

1 

55 

1 

65  &  upwards 

Age  not  known 

r 

Totals 

6  4 

4  4 

\ 
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DWELLING  HOUSES 

UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION 

31-12-48 

Private 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

l 

1 

i 

■*E 

1 

tE 

1 

''E 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

TOTAL 

329 
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00 

T-H 

84 

88 

55 

< 
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vO 

v- 1 

CN 

AR  NEW  DWELLINGS 

COMPLETED 

AT 

31-12-48 

Conversion 
Adaptation 
Hutted 
Camps, etc. 

26 

! 

u-1 

1 

1 

' 

1 

vO 

I 

1 

24 

vC 

r— i 

Private 

CN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 
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1 

1 

1 

i 

POST  W. 

L.A. 

1 

tE 

rE 

1 

I 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

00 

1 

ESTIMATED  NO. 

OF 

HOUSES 

1945 

L.A. 

1 

1 

1 

■*E 
>1— < 

<N 

! 

rE 

1 

1 

<N 

22 

Private 

T-< 

o 

CO 

T"< 

On 

▼■h 

43 

tE 

vO 

114 

74 

l'' 

o 

. — i 

82 

82 

55 

ON 
CO 
r— » 

454 
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PARISH 

Alderbury 

Barford  St.  Martin 

Berwick  St.  James 

Bishopstone  and  Stratford  Tony 

Bowerchalke 

Britford 

Broadchalke 

Burcombe 

Clarendon  Park 

Compton  Chamberlayne 

Coombe  Bissett 

Downton 

c 

c 

+J 

c 
•  ^ 

Q 

Jiboesbourne  Wake 
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Rural  Housing  Survey — Hobhouse  Report. 


Number  of  Houses  to  be  surveyed  ...  ...  3, *09 

(R.V.  limit  of  £  15) 


Number  of  Houses  surveyed  ...  ...  2,179 

Classification  of  Houses  Surveyed. 

(1)  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  ...  ...  129 

(2)  Minor  defects  only  ...  ...  300 

(3)  Requiring  repair  and  structural  alteration  1 ,450 

(4)  Unfit  for  habitation  but  capable  of 

reconstruction  ..  ...  ...  20 

(5)  Unfit  lor  habitation  and  beyond  repair 

at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  280 


2,i79 


Note. 

The  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Hobhouse  Report 
has  been  satisfactorily  carried  on  during  the  year,  but 
owing  to  other  pressing  duties  and  calls  upon  the  officers 
concerned  limited  progress  can  be  expected  during  the 
coming  year. 

I  must  point  out  that  owing  to  the  very  rigid  limits  set 
on  Building  Repair  Licences  by  the  Ministry  of  Works 
little  progress  can  be  made  with  the  repair  and  recon¬ 
ditioning  of  small  dwellings,  and  in  many  instances 
classification  of  the  houses  surveyed  has  changed  due  to 
the  length  of  time  between  the  survey  and  the  work 
being  carried  out. 


Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  progress  has  been  made  with  schemes 
for  supplying  piped  water  to  the  district ;  much  more  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done,  but  though  progress  is  slow  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  can  look  forward  to  the 
benefits  of  a  piped  supply  of  water  in  the  not  too  distant 
future. 

The  following  schedule  shows  the  present  position  in 

the  various  parishes 
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the  village. 


Samples. 

Regular  samples  were  taken  from  all  the  public  supplies 
during  the  past  year  and  all  these  proved  to  be  consis¬ 
tently  satisfactory. 

Thirty-one  samples  were  taken  from  private  wells,  and 
of  these  16  proved  satisfactory  and  the  remainder  were 
satisfactory  after  remedial  works  had  been  put  in  hand, 
or  in  the  case  of  new  supplies  after  three  or  four  months 

use 


Factories  Act,  1 938, 

Factories— Premises. 


No.  on 
register 

No  of 
inspections 

No.  of 
written 
notices 

No.  of 
occupiers 
prosecuted 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  i,  2,  3,  4,  & 
6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

22 

15 

Factories  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  (1)  to  which 
Section  7  applies 
(a)  Subject  to  the 
Local  Authorities 

(Transfer  of  Enforce¬ 
ment)  Order,  1938 

72 

35 

3 

(b)  others 

— 

— 

— 

Other  premises  un¬ 
der  the  Act  (exclud¬ 
ing  out  -  workers’ 
premises) 

Total  ... 

94 

5° 

3 

— 

\ 


24  * 


Factories— Defects. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

•Particulars  <  Found 

Referred 
Heme-  to  H.M. 
died  Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  clean¬ 
liness 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
ience — 

(1)  Insufficient  ... 

.  . 

_  _ 

_ 

(2)  Unsuitable  and 
Defective 

3 

3  ~ 

— 

— 

(3)  Not  separate 
for  the  sexes 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

3  “ 

— 

— 

Outworkers'  Premises. 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  2 

Work — Making  of  Wearing  Apparel  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  Council  — 
Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  ...  — 

Number  of  instances  of  work  done  in  unwholesome 

premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  — 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  — 


*^5 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  Meat  inspection 
carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter  House  at 
Stratford-sub-Castle,  and  the  South  Wilts  Bacon  Co.  Ltd, 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

Calves  and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  Killed  ...  385 

2,185 

13,943  7-97° 

12,715 

No.  Inspected  ...  385 

2,185 

T3>943  7»97o 

12,715 

All  diseases  ex¬ 
cept  Tubercu¬ 
losis  — 

Whole  carcases 

Condemned  1 

13 

50  41 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ...  3 

28 

( 

9  2 1 

* 

6 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ...  7 

45 

T  I  — 

5T 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  coiir 
demned  ...  23 

234 

3^i 

Percentage  of 

number  inspected 
with  T,B.  ...  7-8% 

127%  0-07%  — 

3' '4% 

26 


\ 


The  conditions  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter 
House  at  Stratford-sub-Castle  are  still  far  from  satis¬ 
factory,  despite  the  slight  improvements  carried  out  during 
the  year  to  the  offal  hanging  rails.  The  congestion  and 
tight  packing  of  the  meat  due  to  far  too  many  animals 
being  killed  at  one  time  makes  inspection  very  difficult, 
and  cleanliness  and  adequate  cooling  impossible. 
Although  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Ministry 
regarding  these  conditions,  little  progress  has  so  far  been 
made. 

Other  Foods. 

63  lbs  of  beef, 

54  tins  of  assorted  provisions, 

14  lbs  flour, 

4  cheeses  and 

24  lbs  margarine 

were  condemned  in  retailers’  shops  during  the  year. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register 

••  305 

Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors 

69 

Milk  Purveyors  onlv 

11 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order. 

T.T.  Producer  Licences 

78 

Accredited 

29 

T.T.  Bottling  Licences 

...  1 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  to  ensure  that  these  premises  complied  with  the 
relevant  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 


Nuisances. 

Many  and  varied  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year  regarding  nuisances,  but  all  these  were,  dealt  with 
informally,  no  statutory  notices  being  necessary, 

G.  Napier. 


tr 

r> 

Wfv  - 

R  v  - 


r 

I 

c 


